What We’re Working on @ HQ

June 2021
It is hard to imagine that June is almost over and July 4th is next week! Last month I shared how each of
you is a shining light of hope to our children and families. Last week we saw first-hand just how bright
your light is to our families. While at GKTW for Dream Factory week, I witnessed laughter and pure joy
from parents and kids alike. I saw the same with our DF volunteers and the staff at GKTW. Everyone was
so excited to be giving dreams again!! During the Monday evening Halloween party, the squeals of
laughter among the children was incredible. Looking around at the various parents in the party, I saw a
sense of pride and contentment as they watched their children experience endless joy and laughter.
Thanks to everyone who made this happen and to everyone who will make it happen in the future. Our
volunteers are indeed special people!! It was as if I was receiving an IV of hope.
Spring BOD update: On June 5, 2021 we had a BOD meeting with great participation of active chapters.
Thank you to everyone who spent a Saturday morning with us. Please ask you chapter rep to present the
items discussed at your next chapter meeting.
Convention 2021: We are excited to announce that we will be in Louisville, KY for Convention 2021. The
dates are September 24-25, 2021. It will look different but we will see each other, share stories, learn
from each other and celebrate the kids and families we serve!! We will be safe and follow all guidelines in
place at that time. Please remember that we are required to have a minimum number of room nights at the hotel.
Room reservation info:




Link: The Dream Factory Annual Conference
Code: 090921DRE
Deadline for reduced rate: Friday, August 20th
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We expect to share a schedule framework, convention registration process and other pertinent info with everyone
in the near future. We will also share information concerning the elections, chapter awards, etc. There is going to
be time to share success stories, time to learn from each other and time to reconnect. WE ARE SO EXCITED!!

Vaccinations-While another wish granting organization recently announced a vaccination requirement for
everyone, including those under the age of 12, participating in travel dreams and then provided some
clarification a few days later, please be aware we do not require vaccinations in order to participate in
travel dreams. When asked, I am sharing with people that airlines do not require vaccinations, GKTW does
not require vaccinations and Disney does not require vaccinations. We do require a doctor to sign off on
travel for the child.
Opening Up Dreams: The most-recent Opening Up Dreams Again document is in the volunteer section of
the website. This was last updated on June 9, 2021 with the last revision including important updates
regarding Give Kids The World. The GKTW Village is operating at 60% capacity (100 Villas) for the rest of
this year, and in January 2022 will transition to 100% capacity (166 Villas). As your chapter starts to grant
dreams again, please use this document as guidance for GKTW and non-GKTW dreams.BuddyLuv Bears-we
sent out our last BuddyLuv bears earlier this week. When we initially ordered these bears, it took a couple
of months for them to arrive from China. That was prior to the pandemic and supply chain issues. If you
would like us to order more of these bears and are willing to wait up to 6-8 months please let us know.
24-Hour Run For Dreams: We’re excited to host the 24-Hour Run For Dreams again this year. The event
will be at Red Orchard Park in Shelbyville, KY (just outside of Louisville) on Aug. 7-8. This event is for
runners, walkers and hikers, and camping space is provided for tents. It’s a ton of fun! You DO NOT have to
run or walk the whole time as the course is a two-mile loop within the park. If anyone is interested or
attending this year, or know of anyone in your area who would be, then email
tommie.kendall@dreamfactoryinc.org.
Sponsored Dreams: If your chapter either (1) has a waiting list and needs assistance with funding dreams
or (2) has the money to help struggling chapters, then reach out to Nationals as soon as possible. The
chapter that funds the dream is the chapter who receives credit for the dream.
Chapter Highlights:
 Sedalia-sent 3 families to GKTW and Disney last week!!
 Dyersburg is sending a young boy to GKTW and Disney in September!
 Brooklyn has over 10 people showing interest in joining their board!
 Portland, Maine is nearing completion of a pool for a child’s dream! They are also working on a
MineCraft room makeover for another child!

The Dream Factory National Headquarters 410 W. Chestnut St., Suite 530 Louisville, KY 40202
Phone: 1.502.561.3001 FAX: 1.502.561.3004 E-mail: dfinfo@dreamfactoryinc.org
Website:
www.dreamfactoryinc.org

